Building a Swan
CONSTRUCTION continues to be underway
for Swan Hill’s newest aged care facility, set
to open in early September.
Hope Aged Care Swan Hill is located at 39
Acacia Street, Swan Hill in Tower Hill.
The facility will cater to regional Victoria’s
ageing community, the 90-bed state-of-art
aged care facility will provide a range of
high and low care services to residents of
Swan Hill and the greater Mallee region of
Victoria and New South Wales.
Beds are available for long-term care, as
well as respite care.
The Hadj Group’s chief executive officer Dr
Anthony Hadj said this addition would ease
pressure on the acute medical sector.

trauma surgeon more 30 years ago.
In 2015 both of Afif’s sons, Dr Andrew Hadj
and Dr Anthony Hadj, joined the business,
expanding their facilities to Swan Hill.
This will be the fourth facility run by The
Hadj Group - Hope Aged Care’s parent
company, with three facilities in Melbourne
- Brunswick, Gladstone Park and Sunshine
West - already in operation.
Under the banner of Hope Aged Care,
each home has its own individual name to
properly reflect the location and wonderful
uniqueness of each facility.

Their philosophy is that all residents
continue to live a fulfilling and purposeful
life, maintaining their position and role
within their family and community.

In addition to each providing a comfortable
and relaxing environment, the facilities at
Brunswick and Gladstone Park provide
secure dementia wards, with a specialised
dementia ‘Outdoor Walkway’. Featuring
beautiful soft music to accompany the
pictures along the path, these outdoor
walkways allow for a relaxing environment
and experience for both residents and their
families.

Hope Aged Care is a family-run company
started by Professor Afif Hadj, a retired

“We pride ourselves on the first class care
we offer to all residents,” Anthony said.

The company has provided the highest
quality of care for Victoria’s aged care
community for the past 30 years.

Main entrance of the facility.
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“Our staff are dedicated to the care needs
of all residents; with each care record being
tailored to the individual in consultation
with their family and friends.”
Staff at the facility speak a wide range
of languages, including Arabic, Turkish,
Vietnamese and Hindi.
Working alongside the staff are
students from nursing and allied health
backgrounds.
“We pride ourselves on ensuring that
residents are connected to the local
community and regularly arrange for
visits from local school students to talk to
residents, as well as visits from community
groups,” Anthony said.
Menus at the Swan Hill facility are designed
in consultation with a specialist dietitian
and general practitioner (GP) ensuring the
nutrition needs of residents are “being
more than met”.
“Our chefs regularly hold food focus groups
with residents to hear feedback on the
menu and listen to any requests they may
have,” Anthony said.

(Left to right): Directors of the Hadj Group,
Carol and Afif Hadj, Hope Aged Care group
operations manager Lorraine Davis and
Hope Aged Care Swan Hill facility manager
Marita Allen.

Promax Construction from Melbourne, who
are also constructing another facility for
Hadj Group in Gladstone Park, have been
enlisted to build the facility, enlisting local
services to assist with the construction.
“This has provided employment to more
than 100 people both within Swan Hill and
the surrounding area,” Anthony said.
The team in Swan Hill will be led by facility
manager Marita Allen, a local resident with
a well-established history in aged care and
nursing.
“It’s our hope that we can provide a source
of employment for many local people from
Swan Hill and the surrounding areas with
work for up to 60 full-time staff,” Anthony
said.
“We are keen to hear from any nurses,
personal care assistants, maintenance
(plumbing, electrician, carpentry), cooks
and cleaning staff who may be interested in
joining Hope Aged Care.”
Sod was turned by former Swan Hill Rural
City Council Mayor Les McPhee and
Anthony at the facility’s site in August,
2018.

The courtyard will feature a vegetable
garden, outdoor seating and a water feature.

